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Introduction

This year the Lab has gone through a 
number of changes both in terms of its 
staffing and key areas of focus. In June we 
said farewell to both Lucy-Jane Walsh and 
Rosalee Jenkin as they moved onto to new 
and exciting roles in software development 
and social justice, respectively. Following 
the departure of Lucy-Jane and Rosalee we 
welcomed Antoine Landrieu and Samuel 
Hope to the Lab in the roles of Digital 
Projects Specialists. Antoine and Samuel 
have brought with them different sets of 
skills and perspectives to the work of the 
Lab and the field of Digital Humanities. 
Through these changes the Lab has 
continued to achieve major successes 
including being awarded a $350k grant 
from the National Science Challenge: 
Building Better Homes, Towns, and Cities 
programme; the completion of stage one

of the Canterbury Roll digitisation project; 
migrating QuakeStudies to a new and 
improved Islandora-based platform; and 
securing a position (alongside HITLab NZ) 
on the Te Papa Digital Skills Advisory Panel.

The Lab continues to develop collaborative 
research and teaching initiatives, drawing 
on strong connections across academic 
disciplines and within the cultural heritage 
sector. It has also been particularly 
encouraging to see the increase in the 
number of students participating in course 
work, internships, or volunteer project 
work in the Lab throughout the year. Both 
of these trends suggest there are great 
opportunities ahead in 2018. 
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Strategy

Vision // Become New Zealand’s leading Digital Humanities
research centre

1 / Grow the Digital Humanities re-
search programme

Develop a distinctive DH research profile
with an Aotearoa New Zealand and Pacific
focus

Collaborate with established researchers
to broaden the University’s DH research
network

Utilise our expertise in cultural heritage
and disaster archiving to further post-
disaster education, research, and innova-
tion

3 / Enhance student experience in 
Arts

Help students develop, use and under-
stand digital tools to advance their study 
and research

Prepare Arts graduates to arcticulate their
value in the digital workplace

Ensure the Lab is a place that supports 
students to make positive social and cul-
tural impact

Support regionally-focussed DH activities 
and opportunities

2 / Support digital scholarship in UC 
Arts

Create resources and provide expertise to
support teaching and research

Enable digital delivery and dissemination 
of research

Connect with related academic centres 
regionally and internationally

4 / Raise the profile of UC Arts in the 
wider community

Build relationships with organisations 
who share common goals, particularly in 
the digital cultural heritage sector

Work with the local IT sector, particularly 
on open source and open access issues

Maintain a creative and engaging web 
and social media presence to showcase 
UC Arts

Strategy 4



03
People

Jennifer is the Lab Coordina-
tor and has recently complet-
ed their Master of Linguistics. 
Jennifer’s thesis used statistical 
modelling to compare syntactic 
structures in the QuakeBox spo-
ken language corpus with the 
written language of the Christ-
church Press. Jennifer relied on 
the Christchurch Press Quake-

Studies collection in order to conduct this research. 
They also hold qualifications in secondary teaching.

Jennifer Middendorf

Antoine completed a Masters in 
Computer Sciences in 2015 at 
HE2B-ISIB in Brussels. His interest 
in Digital Arts grew from his per-
sonal background and opportu-
nities available at the local digital 
lab, LARAS. He is now a Digital 
Projects Specialist at the UC Arts 
Digital Lab, putting his computer 
skills and international connec-

tions to use for our ongoing and upcoming projects.

Antoine Landrieu
Samuel completed a BA at UC in 
2015, followed by a BA (Hons) 
in 2016. His areas of study were 
Anthropology and English, with 
a particular interest in issues re-
lating to space and place. He is 
now a Digital Projects Specialist 
for UC Arts Digital Lab archiving 
content for CEISMIC, working 
on web projects, and research-

ing Digital Humanities tools and methodologies. 

Samuel Hope

Lucy-Jane is a graduate of the 
English Department at the Uni-
versity of Canterbury. She de-
veloped an interest in digital ar-
chiving in Paul Millar’s Honours 
course on Scholarly Editing, fol-
lowing this up with her own dig-
ital project on the memoirs of 
a Canterbury doctor. Lucy-Jane 
was the programme’s first Dig-

ital Content Analyst, and has recently moved on 
to a software development role with Mish Guru.

Lucy-Jane Walsh
Rosalee is a UC graduate with a 
Fine Arts degree in Graphic De-
sign and an Arts degree in Psy-
chology. She is the co-founder 
of the Room Four art space, and 
carries out her own art projects 
in the form of socially engaging 
public events. Rosalee joined 
the CEISMIC team in 2013, and 
has recently moved on to work 

as an advocate for the Anglican Social Justice Unit.

Rosalee Jenkin

The UC Arts Digital Lab is comprised of a core 
group of staff who work in the Lab, a board 
of academic directors, our postgradu-
ate research associates, and the various 
interns, volunteers, and research assis-
tants that contribute to projects in the Lab.
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Academic Staff and Research Associates

Paul is Head of the School of 
Humanities and Creative Arts, 
and Co-director of the Lab. Paul 
co-founded the VUW NZ Elec-
tronic Text Collection, led the 
development of the UC CEISMIC 
program, and is committed to de-
veloping Digital Humanities at UC.

Sacha is a researcher at Universi-
ty of Canterbury’s Aotahi School 
of Māori and Indigenous Studies 
and Co-director of the Lab. Her re-
search interests lie in comparative 
approaches to Indigenous peoples, 
Iwi Māori development, and Iwi 
Māori social and cultural capital.

Donald is an Associate Professor in 
Media and Communication stud-
ies and Co-director of the Lab. His 
research interests lie in journalism 
studies, with a particular emphasis 
on discourse analysis of journalists’ 
writing practices. He is also inter-
ested in journalism sociology and 
in the study of alternative media.

Chris is a Lecturer in English and 
Digital Humanities and Co-direc-
tor of the Lab. His research inter-
ests lie at the intersection of liter-
ary studies and digital humanities, 
particularly on the way digital 
media technologies shape and 
are shaped by cultural practices. 
Chris teaches many of the Digital 
Humanities courses (DIGI) on of-

fer as a part of UC’s Digital Humanities programme.

Kara is a Postgraduate Research As-
sociate for the UC Arts Digital Lab and 
a PhD candidate in English at UC, fo-
cusing on twentieth-century science 
fiction. She also researches in the area 
of Digital Humanities pedagogy. This 
year saw the publication of her paper 
“A Long-Belated Welcome: Accept-

ing Digital Humanities Methods into Non-DH Class-
rooms” in Digital Humanities Quarterly. Kara co-or-
ganised this year’s Digital Humanities Meetups at UC.

Professor Paul Millar Sacha McMeeking

Associate Professor Donald Matheson Dr. Christopher Thomson

Kara Kennedy - PhD Candidate (English) Jakob Kristensen - PhD Candidate (Media and 
Communication)  

Jakob is a Postgraduate Research As-
sociate for the UC Arts Digital Lab and 
a PhD candidate in Media and Com-
munication. He works with online 
communication and politics focusing 
on social media, Big Data and compu-
tational models. Jakob co-authored 
“Parsimonious data: How a single 

Facebook like predicts voting behaviour in multipar-
ty systems” published by PLoS ONE, and co-organ-
ised this year’s Digital Humanities Meetups at UC.
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Serving our Graduates

The UC Arts Digital Lab supports these goals at un-
dergraduate level primarily by offering support 
for faculty to develop use of digital technologies 
in teaching. The Lab works in conjunction with the 
Digital Humanities programme to foster critical en-
gagement with technology from the perspective 
of the humanities, creative arts and social sciences.

Our College needs expertise in digital technol-
ogies in order to teach students about the im-
mense social, cultural, political and econom-
ic impacts of these technologies and to equip 
graduates with the right skills and knowledge to gain 
employment and contribute effectively to society.

For undergraduate students the Lab offers opportu-
nities to participate in hands-on digital humanities 
project work through the Co-Curricular Record pro-
gramme. We also have capacity to support a small 
number of Professional and Community Engage-
ment internships. These activities encourage the 
development of relationships with a broad group 
of students who may go on to postgraduate study.

The UC Graduate profile requires the following attributes of our graduates:

Graduates in the Lab

Bojana Rimbovska recently complet-
ed a BA (Hons) in Art History. She is 
working alongside Laura Dunham (UC 
Art History and Theory Department) 
and Samuel from the Lab correct-
ing photographic images of Samuel 
Hurst Seager’s Lantern Slide collection 

for display in the Hurst Seager Digital Collection.

Tiana Ratana is a Research Assistant 
for the UC Arts Digital Lab, working 
on Kōmako: a bibliography of writ-
ing by Māori in English, led by Dr Brid-
get Underhill and Dr Chris Thomson.

Matt Lattin holds a BA (Hons) in 
English from the University of Canter-
bury, and was a Research Assistant for 
CEISMIC. He prepared large collection 
of content from the All Right? mental 
wellbeing campaign for the archive.

This past year the Lab has employed UC Arts grad-
uates to work on a range of projects in the Lab. 
Working in the Lab provides graduates with the 
opportunity to develop their digital skills and 
gain experience in project development and man-
agement.

+ Critically competent in a core discipline of their degree
+ Employable, innovative, and enterprising
+ Biculturally competent and confident
+ Engaged with the community
+ Globally aware

Serving our Graduates 7
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Student Experience
Internships

Zhivannah joined the Lab on a PACE 495 intern-
ship, working on the Canterbury Roll project.  Her 
contributions to the project included assisting 
with the TEI markup of the transcription and 
translation text, and coordinating the contri-
butions of the students from Nottingham Trent 
University who were researching the historical 
figures mentioned in the Roll.

Saskia’s PACE 395 internship with the Lab was 
also part of the Canterbury Roll project.  One of 
her main tasks was the compilation of a list of all 
of the historical figures mentioned in the Roll, 
and identifying where the same figure was men-
tioned in multiple places.

History honours students Josh and Jayson will be 
working in the Lab over summer (2017/18) doc-
umenting arcs on the Canterbury Roll. This will 
involve conducting research to identify relation-
ships between figures on the manuscript (famil-
ial, political, or otherwise), and communicating 
their findings to the project team for stage two of 
the Canterbury Roll digitisation project: creating 
a database of historical figures on the Roll.

Co-Curricular Record
The Lab hosts students from a range of depart-
ments as a part of the University of Canterbury’s 
Co-Curricular Record (CCR) program.  CCR en-
ables students to earn recognition for the volun-
tary work they do while studying at UC.  Primarily 
working on the CEISMIC Digital Archive, our CCR 
volunteers gain valuable experience in digital 
archiving, as well as a greater appreciation for 
Christchurch and Canterbury. 

Zhivannah Cole 

Saskia van der Wal

Josh Kim and Jayson Boon

Has been working with Chris Thomson to devel-
op maps based on CEISMIC data.

Has been working on describing street art pho-
tographs for the CEISMIC collection.

Also worked on the street art collection. 

Worked on the Gapfiller collection, and describ-
ing and geo-locating street art photographs.

Has worked on various collections over the last 
couple of years. Her focus this year was on the 
Gapfiller collection.

Between them, our CCR volunteers have 
contributed over 100 hours of work to the Lab 
this year.

Pratiik Mehta (MADS)

Erin Burgess (BA)

Emilie Gallaugher (BCom)

Tasha Tan (BEng)

Piumini Bowatte (BCom)

Student Experience 8



 “My name is Erin Burgess and I am a third year 
Arts student with a double major in Psychology 
and Philosophy. I’ve been a volunteer at CEISMIC 
for three months and found it to be rewarding.

I’ve learnt to refine my written English to be more 
concise. It’s helped with report and essay writing 
as I’m now able to communicate information 
more clearly and succinctly.

It’s personally helped me to be more aware of the 
effects the earthquake has had on infrastructure 
and building in Christchurch.

Part of my job is to catalogue the various works 
of Street Art around Christchurch. Seeing the 
various pieces, the skill and time it takes to paint 
them (or create through the use of other medi-
ums) has given me an appreciation for this type 
of art which I didn’t have before.

I’ve also met the staff at the CEISMIC department 
who have been welcoming.  They make it a plea-
sure to do volunteer work here.” 

- Erin Burgess

 “Nearly 2 years of volunteering in CEISMIC gave 
me space to improve on my general knowledge 
and tech knowledge. I have been volunteering 
2 hours a week in CEISMIC helping them in vari-
ous ways such as photo describing, updating the 
photos and mapping. 

I have learnt so much about Christchurch post- 
and pre-earthquake condition and restructuring. 
When I describe photos, I get to see the same 
place from different angles, telling a different 
story. 

It was really touching to read earthquake stories 
and get to know the community struggles and 
their hope to build Christchurch. I have been 
really glad that I was able to volunteer in CEISMIC 
as the experience is not something I would learn 
in a lecture room.” 

- Piumini Bowatte

Co-Curricular Record
Volunteer Experience

Student Experience 9
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Postgraduate Research 
Associates
This year the UC Arts Digital Lab was fortunate enough to enjoy the support of two Postgraduate Re-
search Associates working in the fields of English and Media and Communications studies. The volun-
tary Postgraduate Research role was offered to a small number of PhD and Masters students with an 
interest in Digital Humanities, Digital Social Science, and related areas. The role entailed:

+ Helping coordinate monthly DH/DSS meetups
+ Communicating with the postgraduate Arts community about DH/DSS events and opportunities
+ Explaining DH/DSS aspects of their own research to a general academic audience via social media 
and blogging

Our two Postgraduate Research Associates this year were Kara Kennedy (PhD candidate in English) 
and Jakob Kristensen (PhD candidate in Media and Communications). 

“This year I helped coordinate monthly Digital Hu-
manities Meetups on a variety of topics of interest 
to staff, students, and members of the communi-
ty. Meetups featured presentations and discus-
sions on digital humanities education, network 
analysis, internet meme studies, web publishing 
platform Omeka, and artificial intelligence. They 
offered a friendly space for learning, networking, 
and sharing ideas related to digital projects and 
issues. They also provided an opportunity to raise 
visibility about the Digital Lab and its projects.”

“Together with research associate Kara Kenne-
dy I have assisted in the planning of the Digital 
Humanities Meetups. In the meetup series I held 
a presentation and combined workshop about 
network analysis and contributed with material 
to the event about artificial intelligence.”  
 

Kara Kennedy Jakob Kristensen

Postgraduate Research Associates 10



“This year also saw the publication 
of my article entitled ‘A Long-Be-
lated Welcome: Accepting Digital 
Humanities Methods into Non-DH 
Classrooms’ in the journal Digital 
Humanities Quarterly. I argue that 
humanities teachers in tertiary ed-
ucation should incorporate digital 
humanities methods and ways of 
teaching into their classes to im-
prove students’ digital literacy skills 
and help female students especially 
gain confidence with technology.”
 
- Kara Kennedy

“I have been first author on a research 
paper about how people’s Facebook 
activity can be used to predict their 
voting intention, which was pub-
lished in the journal PLoS ONE. 
Using similar methods I also did a 
case study on people’s use of Face-
book at the time of the Canterbury 
Port Hills bush fires in late summer 
2017. The study showed how there 
is very little political polarization 
happening at times of crises.” 

- Jakob Kristensen

Postgraduate Research Associates 11
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Projects

Canterbury Roll
The Digital Edition of the Canterbury Roll is a 
collaboration between UC History, the UC Arts 
Digital Lab, the UC Arts internship programme, 
the Collaborative Research Centre 933 of Heidel-
berg University, and Nottingham Trent University 
(UK).  The project has produced a new digital 
transcription and translation of the Canterbury 
Roll, a 15th-century, hand-written genealogy 
that begins with Noah and traces the rulers of 
England from the mythical Brutus to King Edward 
IV. 

The Digital Edition, published by Canterbury 
University Press, not only provides scholars and 
researchers across the world access to a high 
quality academic source, but offers features 
that can only be achieved through digitisation.  
Presented as an interactive website, the Digital 
Edition allows researchers to view a high-res-
olution digital facsimile of the Roll alongside 
the transcription and translation of each block 
of text.  The text includes scholarly annotations 
which can be switched on or off, and the ability 
to examine the work of each contributing scribe 
individually. 

The project has also been used as a teaching op-
portunity, with contributions from postgraduate 
researchers as well as student interns from the 
PACE 395 and PACE 495 programmes.  A number 
of these interns have been hosted in the Lab.

www.canterburyroll.canterbury.ac.nz

QuakeStudies v2.0
The Lab has continued to support CEISMIC and 
QuakeStudies.  UC QuakeStudies is a dedicated 
digital archive which collects material related to 
the Canterbury earthquakes of 2010 and 2011, 
and is the largest contributor to the CEISMIC 
consortium.

Most of the work on CEISMIC and QuakeStudies 
has been behind the scenes this year, as Quake-
Studies has been undergoing a major overhaul.  
The Lab has been working with the team from 
Catalyst IT to migrate the over 150,000 items 
stored in QuakeStudies to a new Islandora-based 
platform, which, among other improvements, 
will give us a more powerful search, a public API, 
and the potential to develop new and richer ways 
of looking at the archive.

The new-look QuakeStudies is expected to 
launch early in 2018.

Projects 12
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2017
Projects

a) Canterbury Roll Digital Edition b) QuakeStudies v2.0

c) First issue of Pacific Dynamics d) Kōmako Bibliography website

e) MacDonald Dictionary PyBossa interface
f ) Hurst Seager Lantern Slide Digital Collection

Projects 13
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Projects

Kōmako Bibliography:
Māori Writers
The Kōmako project is a bibliography of writing 
by Māori in English. The data was mainly gath-
ered by Bridget Underhill during her doctoral 
research and was then digitised and stored in 
a relational database by Chris Thomson. The 
website for this project was launched at Te Hā 
ki Te Waipounamu Māori writers hui at Rāpaki 
on Saturday 14 October 2017. A central goal 
was to return the research to the Māori writing 
community, as well as to provide a tool for those 
researching Māori writing and as a vehicle for the 
continued updating and inclusion of new works 
by Māori writers. The bibliography is a catch-all 
of Māori writers publishing from the late 1870s to 
the present and shows the wide range of Māori 
writing – fiction, non-fiction and traditional 
Māori genres. The project since its inception has 
worked in partnership with Te Hā – the Māori 
writers committee of Toi Māori Aotearoa – Māori 
Arts New Zealand. This project was supported 
previously by a 2015 College of Arts Research 
Challenge grant.

www.komako.org.nz

Pacific Dynamics:
Journal of Interdisciplinary Research
The first issue of the online and open-access jour-
nal Pacific Dynamics was published in July. The 
online journal emerged out of a collaboration 
between the MacMillan Brown Centre for Pacific 
Studies and the Arts Digital Lab. 

www.pacificdynamics.nz

MacDonald Dictionary: 
Crowdsourcing with PyBossa
The Lab has been working in collaboration with 
Canterbury Museum on a crowdsourcing project 
with the G. R. MacDonald Dictionary of Can-
terbury Biographies held by the museum. The 
MacDonald Dictionary, presented to Canterbury 
Museum in 1964 and comprised of over 22,000 
index cards, provides an extensive collection of 
biographical information the Canterbury region. 
The Dictionary, however, lacks indexed informa-
tion on women, as the biographical cards were 
traditionally organised by the male heads of the 
households. The crowdsourcing project uses 
the open-source crowdsourcing tool PyBossa to 
enrich the data of these biographical cards, and 
properly index the women’s names featured in 
the Dictionary.

Samuel Hurst Seager:
Lantern Slide Digital Collection
The Lab has been working closely with lecturer 
Laura Dunham from the University of Canter-
bury’s Art History and Theory Department to 
create a website using the web publishing plat-
form Omeka. The site houses a sub-collection 
of digital facsimiles of Samuel Hurst Seager 
WW1 memorial lantern slides. Laura received 
funding from the NZ Lottery Grant Board to 
undertake the digitisation and publication of 
this precious lantern slide collection. The site 
features geo-tagged digital images of the lan-
tern slides, allowing users to get a sense of the 
spatial context of the memorials. The website is 
a part of the University of Canterbury Art Histo-
ry and Theory Department’s contribution to the 
WW1 centenary (WW100).

Projects 14

https://www.komako.org.nz/
http://pacificdynamics.nz/


08
Research

Understanding Place:
Computational Tools for
Harnessing the Meanings of Nature
in the Urban Landscape
The Arts Digital Lab has been awarded a grant 
from the National Science Challenge: Building 
Better Homes, Towns, and Cities for 2017-2019 to 
build a digital archive and visualisation tools. 

The successful bid was achieved through the 
combined efforts of Donald Matheson, Chris 
Thomson and Paul Millar from the UC Arts Digi-
tal Lab and Ben Adams from UC Geography, and 
draws on the expertise of the UC Arts Digital Lab 
team. 

The project will partner with the Ngāi Tahu 
Research Centre and Regenerate Christchurch. 
The project seeks to gather both macro- and mi-
cro-level cultural data relating to place in Christ-
church’s Ōtākaro Avon Corridor area. The project 
will employ the expertise of the Lab to develop a 
web-based application for gathering and pre-
senting this data. Practical work on this project is 
due to start early next year.

QuakeStudies and Research:
Jennifer Middendorf’s Masters
Research in Linguistics

Jennifer Middendorf’s Masters used many of the 
digitised articles in the UC QuakeStudies Press 
collection alongside transcriptions of QuakeBox 
recordings to explore syntactic persistence in 
written and spoken monologue. 

Middendorf, Jennifer. Comparing Syntactic Per-
sistence in Written and Spoken Monologue: A 
Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfilment of the Re-
quirements for the Degree of Master of Linguistics 
in the Department of Linguistics, University of 
Canterbury. 2017.

With over 140,000 items in QuakeStudies, re-
searchers are sure to find a dataset that matches 
their research aims:

+ National and regional media reports 
+ Archaeological reports
+ Historical and contemporary photographs
+ Engineering reports
+ Personal accounts

Research 15
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Teaching

DIGI101/COSC101: Working 
in a Digital World

DIGI301/ENGL301: Reading 
Digitally - Electronic Texts in 
Literary Culture

DIGI403: Digital Project

DIGI404/DIGI405: Digital 
Research Methods

This course provides students with an under-
standing of how the digital world is engineered, 
and exposes them to a range of tools commonly 
used by knowledge workers. Students will learn 
to critically evaluate systems from both a techni-
cal and human point of view.

Digital technologies have influenced literary 
reading and writing at every level, including how 
we author, publish, distribute, read and study 
texts. This course equips students with skills 
for reading and writing in the digital age via a 
wide-ranging exploration of new media litera-
tures, literature in relation to software cultures, 
changes to reading practices and cognition, and 
recent digital research tools and methods. The 
course will introduce students to new software 
and some technical concepts, but no special skills 
or knowledge are required.

An applied course designed to help students 
develop their own digital projects. No technical 
background is required. Students will acquire 
valuable transferable skills, learn how to apply 
digital tools and methods to research questions, 
and understand how scholarly knowledge can be 
delivered through digital channels.

Digital Humanities brings digital tools and 
methods to the study of culture and society. This 
course will introduce and reflect on key meth-
ods emerging in digital humanities research and 
digital cultural heritage practice, focusing on 
how digital objects and collections are described, 
accessed, managed and re-used. It considers the 
cultural and technical contexts relevant when 
creating, using and evaluating digital resources. 
The course is taught through a combination of 
practical workshops, lectures and group discus-
sion.

Qualifications
Students can obtain a Postgraduate Certifi-
cate in Digital Humanities by completing 60 
points from the Bachelor of Arts with Honours 
programme in Digital Humanities. This qualifi-
cation is open to those with a Bachelor of Arts 
or a bachelor’s degree plus relevant graduate 
diploma with grades to a specified level in the 
subject concerned.
Go to www.dh.canterbury.ac.nz for more info 
on the Digital Humanities program at UC.

Connections with Master of Applied 
Data Science (MADS)

You are also able to take 400-level DIGI papers 
as part of the Masters in Applied Data Science, 
a course which accommodates students from 
a range of undergraduate backgrounds and 
develops skills and knowledge in data analy-
sis through interdisciplinary study and ap-
plied project work on real-world data science 
problems.

Teaching 16



10
External Relationships

Te Papa Museum: Digi Skills 
Panel
Earlier this year the Lab put forward a registra-
tion of interest to be a member on the Te Papa 
Digital Skills panel. The responsibilities of mem-
bers on this panel are to advise Te Papa on dig-
ital projects, tools, and technologies, and to be 
available for sub-contracted digital projects work 
coming out of Te Papa. The Lab was successful in 
our application and have secured a position on 
the panel. This achievement reflects the skills, 
knowledge, and standing of the Lab in Digital 
Culture, Heritage, and GLAM sectors.

National Digital Forum:

Wellington
Jennifer and Chris, along with Joanna Szczepans-
ki (Canterbury Museum) and Jonathan Hunt (Cat-
alyst IT), travelled up to Wellington in November 
to take part in the annual National Digital Forum 
held at Te Papa museum. Jennifer and Jonathan 
presented on the QuakeStudies upgrade, discuss-
ing the motivations behind the upgrade and the 
technical challenges involved in migrating over 
140,000 QuakeStudies items to a new platform. 
Chris and Joanna talked about the significance of 
the MacDonald biographical dictionary held by 
Canterbury Museum, the importance of crowd-
sourcing the transcription of women’s names 
that feature in the dictionary, and the software 
involved in the project.

You can view recordings of both presentations 
along with other talks from the forum at: 
www.youtube.com/user/NDFNZ 

Regional Digital Forum:
Canterbury/Westland
In October, staff from the UC Arts Digital Lab 
attended the 2017 Regional Digital Forum held 
at Christchurch City Libraries Te Hāpau Halswell 
Centre. The day was structured as an uncon-
ference and included lightning talks, group 
discussions, and group feedback. Many of the 
discussions centred around the value of heritage 
and the role that digital technologies can play 
in promoting and facilitating access to heritage 
sites and materials. Donald introduced the Un-
derstanding Place project and received a great 
deal of interest from the audience. Jonathan 
Hunt from Catalyst IT spoke on the QuakeStudies 
Islandora update and highlighted the value of 
shifting the QS archival data to more flexible and 
extensible data models.

DigLibSIG 2017
Samuel attended the Digital Library Special 
Interest Group (DigLibSIG) forum in September 
and contributed to discussions around Digital 
Archives and Community Archiving practices. He 
gave an impromptu presentation on experiments 
he had been doing with IIIF (International Image 
Interoperability Framework) using Cantaloupe 
(open-source image server written in Java) and 
the Oxford University Bodelian Library IIIF man-
ifest editor. This was a great opportunity for the 
Lab to connect up with colleagues in the GLAM 
(Galleries, Libraries, Archives, and Museums) sec-
tor with a shared interest in digital matters and 
methods.

Teaching 17
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Friends of CEISMIC
Volunteers

The Friends of CEISMIC program is hosted by the Lab 
and provides an opportunity for individuals interest-
ed in digital archiving and the preservation of local 
memory to gain experience in processing digital 
archival content for display on the web. The program 
allows volunteers to learn more about Canterbury 
and the impact the 2010 and 2011 earthquakes 
have had on the region, as well as develop skills and 
experience in writing, organising, and tagging digital 
content for use by researchers and the public.

Dana has been a long-time volunteer of Lab having 
joined the Friends of CEISMIC program in 2015. Dana 
has an MA in Japanese from UC and she has previous-
ly spent time overseas working in Japan as an English 
teacher.

Brad’s background is in Computer Science. He began 
volunteering in the Lab in mid-2016 and helped the 
team to develop apps and scripts that automate parts 
of the archival process. Brad has now secured a posi-
tion working with ICTS at UC.

The support we receive from volunteers both in and 
outside of the University of Canterbury allows 
CEISMIC and the QuakeStudies digital archive to 
grow and flourish. Thank you, Friends of CEISMIC, for 
all your hard work this year. Collectively, you have 
contributed over 150 hours!

Dana Mageanu

Brad McNeur

Aidan also began volunteering with Friends of CEIS-
MIC in mid-2016 and continued through to early this 
year. Aidan has a background in IT, and along with 
Brad and the Lab team, put these skills to use helping 
develop tools for the archival process.

Aidan Millow
Paul began volunteering in the Lab towards the end 
of 2016 and continues help out with the description 
and geo-referencing of items in the archive. Paul has 
a fantastic local knowledge, which has contributed a 
level of depth and richness to the metadata associat-
ed with items in the archive.

Paul Pink

Volunteers 18

www.ceismic.org.nz/friends-of-ceismic

http://www.ceismic.org.nz/friends-of-ceismic


11
Future Opportunities

Looking forward to 2018, the Lab aims to 
further develop the teaching, learning, 
and promotion of Digital Humanities and 
Digital Social Science at the University of 
Canterbury. The Lab plans to achieve this 
through the cultivation of stronger ties 
with UC Library and others working in the 
GLAM sector, as well as through fostering 
more collaborative working relationships 
within the College of Arts, the wider Uni-
versity, and public and commercial sectors. 
With the launch of QuakeStudies v2.0, the 
Lab hopes to achieve greater public out-
reach and renewed interest in the CEISMIC 
archive. 

Public engagement and outreach will also 
be achieved through the development of 
the Understanding Place platform, a proj-
ect that will involve consultation with and 
working alongside organisations such as 
Regenerate Christchurch, members of the 
public, and local Iwi. Next year will see the 
Lab drawing on Digital Humanities meth-
ods and approaches to create projects that 
will contribute to the research, knowledge, 
and understanding of our region.
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Contact:
Jennifer Middendorf 

Lab Coordinator 
 

Room: 414, Karl Popper Building 
Phone: +64 3 3692401 ext. 92104 

jennifer.middendorf@canterbury.ac.nz
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